
GLOBAL NETWORK ON SUSTAINABILITY AND EDUCATION 
 

Karen Blümcke 
Perspektivwechsel – Institut für Bildung und Beratung 

Germany 
bluemcke@perspektiv-wechsel.de  

 
 

The problem of climate change is complex and challenging. There’s a need to elaborate 

solution approaches inter-disciplinarily and cross-culturally. During the Future of Education 

Conference in June 2011 the Global Network on Sustainability and Education (GNSE) was 

founded to overcome the worldwide problem of climate change and its consequences by 

means of education.  

 

Educating for a sustainable future is a formidable challenge. How can we better understand 

the complexity of the world around us? What kind of world do we want for the future? How 

can we reconcile the requirements of economy, society, and the environment? 

 

There are over 60 million teachers/trainers in the world. Each one is a key agent for bringing 

about the changes in values and lifestyles we need. For this reason, innovative teacher 

education and continuing professional development is an important part of educating for a 

sustainable future. Organizational development of educational establishments can support this 

effectively (and vice versa). 

 

Educating for a sustainable future is not so much about a destination as about the process of 

learning to make decisions that consider the long-term economy, ecology and equity of all 

communities. Its goal is to build an enduring society. This involves learning how to anticipate 

the consequences of our actions, envision a sustainable future and create the steps needed to 

achieve the vision. Individuals, organizations and societies will perpetually have to make 

choices. This needs top-down strategies and bottom-up strategies simultaneously. 

 

The Global Network on Sustainability and Education wants to support these processes.  

The GNSEs mission is 

 to stimulate change at local level. 

 to collaborate with global partners. 

 to support the network partners with ideas, information, materials, links and contacts. 

 to enable the community to grow the necessary critical mass in the necessary 

timescales. 

 

The GNSE built up a blog providing information for stakeholders in vocational education and 

adult education: http://gnse.wordpress.com/ . GNSE is open for new members. We’re 

interested in cooperation and exchange of knowledge, research results, experiences, ideas, 

materials etc. 

 

References: 

W.M. Adams / S.J. Jeanrenaud. (2008). Transition to sustainability: Towards a humane and 

diverse world. International Union for Conservation and Nature 

Daniel Goleman. (2010). Ecological Intelligence. The Coming Age of Radical Transparency. 

Penguin UK 

mailto:bluemcke@perspektiv-wechsel.de
http://gnse.wordpress.com/


Daniel Goleman (2010). Ecological Intelligence. The Hidden Impacts of What We Buy. 

Random House US 


